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Prologue

Once upon a time, there were two neighboring kingdoms.
One was the radiant city of Udon Panjala, flourishing and blessed,
for the Naga King Chomphuchit bestowed rain and flowing waters.

But the other, Maha Panjala, lay stricken by drought and famine,
its people fleeing in despair,
for its ruler had forsaken righteousness.
In his greed, he sought to conquer Udon,
sending forth an aged Brahmin, master of dark sorcery,
to destroy the Naga King.

Unaware of the peril creeping near,
the people of Udon placed their hopes
upon the young Prince Sudhana—
valiant, noble, and just.

Far beyond human realms,
in the celestial Himavanta forest,
seven daughters of King Prathum Kinnara
descended with joy to bathe in the sacred waters
of Lake Anodat on every full moon night.

Yet fate was stirring, ready to change all things.
None could foresee how destiny would bind their lives,
or how the heart of the kinnari princess,
Manohra,
would be forever entwined with that of Prince Sudhana.

“Manohra... Manohra...
The celestial kinnari,
whose beauty enchants the world.”
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Synopsis

Manohra: Thai Choral Opera

Prologue
Two neighboring kingdoms, Uttara Panchala and Maha
Panchala, have met very different fates. Uttara Panchala
prospers under a virtuous king and the protection of
Chomphuchit, the Naga King, while warlike Maha Panchala
suffers from drought and hardship. Envious of its
neighbor’s prosperity, the King of Maha Panchala sends a
sorcerer to kill the Naga and weaken Uttara Panchala
before an invasion. Meanwhile, Prince Suthon, the young
heir of Uttara Panchala, prepares to assume the
responsibilities of ruling, unaware that war is approaching.

ACT I
Scene 1 — Boon the Hunter and the Naga King
Boon the Hunter accidentally discovers the sorcerer’s plot
and saves Chomphuchit from death. In gratitude, the Naga
lends him the magical Naga Lasso. Boon takes it to Lake
Anodad, where he captures Manohra, the youngest
daughter of King Prathum of the Kinnara realm, and
brings her to Uttara Panchala.




Scene 2 — The Tournament before the Palace

During Prince Suthon’s martial tournament, the High
Priest attempts to present his daughter, Usa, as a
bride for the Prince, but Suthon politely refuses.

Boon then presents the captive Manohra to him. The

moment Suthon and Manohra meet, they fall in love.
As Boon departs with his reward, he unknowingly
drops a bottle of magical potion. The humiliated

High Priest finds it and secretly keeps it for revenge.

Scene 3 — The Kinnara Kingdom

Manohra’s six sisters return home and reveal that
their youngest sister has been captured by a human
hunter. King Prathum and Queen Chanda Kinnari are

devastated, but the royal astrologer assures them

that Manohra is safe and will one day return.




Scene 4 — Wings of Love and Freedom

After their marriage, Suthon realizes how deeply
Manohra misses her homeland. He offers to return
her wings and let her fly home, believing that true
love should never deprive the beloved of freedom.

Moved by his love, Manohra freely chooses to remain
with him. They exchange a ring and a private song of
love as symbols of their devotion.

Scene 5 — War and the Promise

When Maha Panchala invades, Suthon must lead the
army into battle. In his absence, the High Priest
deceives the King into believing that Manohra must
be sacrificed to save the kingdom. Facing death by
fire, Manohra asks for her wings and tail so that she
may perform one final dance. She then seizes the
moment and escapes into the sky.
Returning from battle and discovering what has
happened, Suthon banishes the High Priest and
resolves to leave everything behind to search for
Manohra in the distant realm of Himavanta.




— INTERMISSION —

ACT Il
Scene 6 — The Journey and the Trials of True Love

Suthon journeys through the dangerous wilderness in
search of Manohra. With the help of a little monkey and
a giant bird, he survives the poisonous forest and
finally crosses into the realm of Himavanta. Meanwhile,
the exiled High Priest drinks the magical potion,
transforms himself into a monstrous Demon Bird, and
flies toward the Kinnara Kingdom seeking revenge.

Scene 7 — The Kinnara Kingdom

Manohra has returned home but must undergo a ritual
purification to cleanse away the human world—a ritual
that will ultimately erase her memories of Suthon. On
the final night, however, Suthon’s ring miraculously
returns to her, revealing that her beloved has followed
her all the way to Himavanta.




Suddenly, the Demon Bird attacks the Kinnara
Kingdom. Suthon joins King Prathum in battle and
defeats the monster with an arrow empowered by

Manohra’s magical medicine, breaking the spell and
revealing the High Priest beneath.

Yet one final trial remains. King Prathum commands
Suthon to identify Manohra from among seven identical
Kinnari sisters. Unable to distinguish her by sight,
Suthon sings the secret song of love that only he and
Manohra share.

Manohra responds. Their hearts recognize what their
eyes cannot.

At last, Suthon and Manohra are reunited, proving that
true love is not possession, but freedom, sacrifice, and
the choice to return to one another.

THE END




T e T

True Love and Freedom

You are a bird from the boundless sky,
while | am but a man who walks the earth.
Though worlds apart, my heart holds true,
what right have | to bind your wings from flight?
What is true love, if not freedom?
Love chained only in words is endless pain.
Love that releases endures beyond heaven and earth,

and though sorrow breaks and tears may fall,
my love for you shall never end.
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